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Twenty-seven years after the 1998-1999 Kosovo War, accounts of the war and its meaning remain
competing and deeply contested. Ethnonational perspectives continue to shape how the past is
interpreted and remembered, while also informing different visions of the future. In the absence of
genuine political dialogue, the denial or selective reinterpretation of wartime violence risks
becoming embedded in public memory. As seen elsewhere, ethnonational narratives can displace
judicial findings based on documented evidence, allowing postwar politics to shape how war is
historicized and publicly remembered. Digital media have intensified this problem by enabling
misleading claims to circulate rapidly across borders. This international conference will examine the
practice and consequences of denying war crimes.

Denial of war crimes and human rights violations is closely intertwined with broader struggles over
how war is remembered, interpreted, and given meaning in the present. Its political use affects the
recognition of crimes, the establishment of accountability, and the dignity of victims, survivors, their
families, and society as a whole. Confronting denial is essential to reckoning with the past and
building a peaceful future. This call therefore invites broad, interdisciplinary reflection on denial
while supporting the continuing work of documenting and archiving crimes committed during the
Kosovo War.

Under Law No. 08/L-177, the Institute of Crimes Committed During the War in Kosovo (ICCW) is
mandated to research and document crimes committed during the war in Kosovo. Its work includes
identifying, collecting, processing, classifying, archiving, and publishing relevant data and evidence;
documenting human, material, psychological, environmental, and cultural harm; systemizing and
publishing survivors” memoirs; and informing the public. The Institute’s primary temporal scope is 1
January 1998 to 20 June 1999. It may also research and document war-related crimes committed
up to 31 December 2000, as well as crimes and other actions preceding the war where they are
directly linked to its outbreak. Through this work, the ICCW contributes to preserving the historical
record of the Kosovo War.

The third ICCW international conference will examine how crimes falling within the Institute’s
statutory mandate are denied, relativised, distorted, or removed from public memory, and how
scholarship and documentation can respond to these phenomena. It will bring together scholars
from history, law, political science, sociology, anthropology, media and communication, education,
archival studies, and related fields, as well as artists and communities of practice engaged in memory
work.



Co-editors: Professor Isa Blumi (Stockholm University) and Dr. Nevenka Tromp (University of
Amsterdam).

In soliciting proposals from a broad range of contributors, the organisers of this conference propose
the following themes as possible approaches to achieving the objectives noted above:

Denial and historical revisionism

We invite contributions examining the actors, institutions, narratives, and strategies involved in
denying, relativising, or reframing crimes committed during the war in Kosovo. Contributions may
draw on comparative cases to identify dynamics of denial shared with, or distinctive to, Kosovo
over the past three decades.

Archives, evidence, and contested facts

Contributions may consider the role of archives, court records, official documents, forensic
evidence, statistics, photographs, audiovisual materials, forensic architecture, ethnography, and
survivor testimony in establishing and defending the historical record. Recent work in forensic
architecture, including that of Eyal Weizman, highlights the importance of physical and spatial
evidence in documenting atrocities and challenging denial.

Law, accountability, and denial

Contributions may consider legal approaches to denial and incitement; the significance and limits
of domestic and international judicial interventions; the balance between freedom of expression
and regulation; and comparative legal responses to war-crimes denial.

Education and the transmission of memory

Contributions may examine school curricula and textbooks, as well as the role of universities,
museums, commemorations, and other settings through which postwar societies learn, or fail to
learn, about the war.

Media, disinformation, and digital platforms
Investigations into how traditional, digital, and social media contribute to disinformation, visual

manipulation, and algorithmic amplification are encouraged. Contributions may also examine
how these processes shape diaspora information spaces.

Victims, survivors, and the consequences of denial

Using a broad range of disciplinary methods, contributions may consider the impact of denial on
the dignity and public standing of victims, survivors, and families of missing persons, as well as its
consequences for recognition, trauma, access to justice, and institutional support.

The politics of memory and cultural representation

Contributions could focus on the politics of erecting memorials, organizing commemorations, and
their various expressions in literature, film, visual art, oral history, and other cultural practices
through which the war is remembered, contested, or silenced.

Comparative and regional perspectives

Contributions may place Kosovo in conversation with other post-conflict societies, including those
of the former Yugoslavia, to examine how war-crimes denial is experienced and confronted in
different contexts. Comparative submissions must maintain a clear and substantive connection
to Kosovo and to the Institute’s statutory field of work.



Submission requirements

e Paper title;

e Name(s), institutional affiliation(s), and email address(es) of the author(s);

e A 50-word biographical note for each author;

e An abstract of 300-500 words stating the research question, disciplinary field, methodology,
sources, and principal argument;

e Five to seven keywords.

Submissions must be in English and present original work that has not been published or submitted
elsewhere. Interdisciplinary and comparative contributions are especially welcome. Researchers
may propose the use of materials held in the ICCW archive, subject to availability and the Institute’s
procedures on archive access. Research involving victims, survivors, or witnesses must follow
relevant ethical standards and a victim-centred, non-revictimising approach, with appropriate
safeguards for dignity, security, and privacy.

From abstract to publication

Selected authors will be invited to prepare chapters of up to 8,000 words and present their research
at the conference in Prishtina. Travel and accommodation will be covered for invited presenters in
accordance with ICCW arrangements. Following the conference, manuscripts will undergo editorial
and peer review. Acceptance of an abstract does not guarantee inclusion in the final volume, which
will be submitted to an independent academic publisher.

Proposed timetable

Stage Proposed date

Abstract submission 15 October 2026
Notification of abstract decision 1 November 2026
Full chapter submission 1 February 2027
Conference in Prishtina 17-19 February 2027
Editorial and peer review March 2027

Revised chapter submission 1 May 2027

Final editorial decision 15 July 2027

Target publication November 2027

Manuscript format

Full chapters must be written in English, be original and analytical, and not exceed 8,000 words,
including references. Manuscripts should use Times New Roman, 12-point font, double spacing, and
APA referencing. Detailed author guidelines will be provided to contributors whose abstracts are
accepted.

Submission

Please send the abstract and accompanying information to info.ikkl@rks-gov.net with the subject
line “Third ICCW Conference — Abstract Submission” no later than 15 October 2026.



